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Overview

Chocolate shows up every day in a variety of drinks, a multitude of desserts, countless candy bars, and many other forms. For many people, it is one of the key pleasures of everyday life. Yet most consumers probably never stop to consider the tropical origins of the delicious confection melting in their mouths: a rainforest tree called Theobroma cacao.
This enticing food can be used as a classroom tool to explore the intimate relationship between natures and culture. Chocolate offers an opportunity to better understand the significance of one natural product, in addition to providing a framework for understanding the ecological interactions and social and economic processes natural products undergo when they become valuable to humans.

A unique tree in a lush tropical environment. A seed so precious it was used as money. 
A spicy drink and a sweet snack. By examining the places where the natural and social histories of cacao and humans converge; this assignment/tour weaves an integrated message of environmental respect and responsibility.  Chocolate offers a unique educational experience that can increase students’ environmental understanding, enhance cultural awareness, and encourage the celebration and preservation of the Earth’s diversity.

Objectives
Students will:  

􀁿discover the botanical source of chocolate, Theobroma cacao, a small tree of the tropical rainforest interior;

􀁿explore the ecological connections between people, plants, insects, and other animals within the tree’s habitat;

􀁿investigate cultural interactions and conservation concerns resulting from the cultivation, processing, exchange, and consumption of cacao and other foods; and

􀁿recognize the changing economic and cultural roles of cacao and chocolate in local and global economies over time.

Introduction

We are going to take a virtual tour to The Field Museum.  We will visit the on-line exhibit of “Chocolate, the Exhibition” and it’s various parts.
Chocolate. For many, the rich taste and unique textures of chocolate are among life’s greatest pleasures. An exhibition developed by The Field Museum tells the story behind chocolate–a story as rich and captivating as the sweet itself. Emphasizing the long relationship between humans and nature, the exhibition highlights the many threads that are woven to create this story. Chocolate explores the lush environment in which the cacao tree originated, how the Maya used its seeds in a favorite drink, how the Aztecs elevated it to the level of treasure, and how chocolate became a commodity in the world marketplace. You will discover chocolate’s impact on human cultures and tropical ecosystems through scenic environments, rare artifacts, original video and interactive exhibition techniques.
Follow in the order listed below:  This is an interactive exhibition 
A.  Entrance:  http://www.fieldmuseum.org/chocolate/
     


1. Click on the Chocolate Exhibition in white lettering




2. Read, Chocolate, the exhibition




3. Continue on to … Take a walk through the highlights of the exhibition 




4. Read, Highlights of the Exhibition (click on the pictures)



5. Continue on to … Explore some of the topics covered in the exhibition in 
         All About Chocolate    Here we will break-up into three groups with assignments
Growing chocolate ………………....
Group 1
History of chocolate ……………….
Group 2
Eating chocolate ……………………
Group 3
Making chocolate ………………..... 
Everyone, after the class discussion
Chocolate challenge ……………..... 
Everyone, after the class discussion
Books and Films …………………. 
Everyone, after the class discussion
Just for kids ………………………..
Everyone, after the class discussion
B. Class Discussion:  We will meet back at the class discussion page on Edmodo to discuss your findings from your group assignment.  Make notes, you will need them for the Individual Assignment and other assignment. 
C. Individual Assignment #1:  Read the topics in Making Chocolate… Introduction: Making Chocolate from Cacao Seeds, Stage 1: Harvesting Cacao, Stage 2: Selling Cacao, and do Manufacturing Chocolate from Seed to Sweet interactive.
D. Individual Assignment #2:  Answer the questions on the matrix chart below.  Use your notes.
E. Individual Assignment #3:   Do the Cacao Farm interactive and Chocolate Challenge interactive.
F. Individual Assignment #4:  We will go to the libray.  You can check out one of the books listed on the Books and Film list.  Choose one of the Chocolate Recipes for Kids and prepare.  Do the interactive crossword puzzle: http://www.quia.com/ws/1898423.html
Questions:  Matrix Chart


Group Assignments
Group 1 Assignment:  Growing Chocolate
Rainforest

Main message: Chocolate comes from the seeds of the

rainforest tree called cacao.

Topics:

􀁿Location of cacao rainforests on earth

􀁿Cacao’s environment

􀁿Unique parts of the cacao tree

􀁿Cacao’s interdependence with rainforest animals

and plants
Growers

Main message: Cacao farming affects the lives and

environment of the people who grow it.

Topics:

􀁿Challenges of growing cacao

􀁿Farmers working together with nature

(sustainability)

Group 2 Assignment:  History of Chocolate

Aztec

Main message: Cacao was used as currency and also

made into a chocolate drink for elite Aztecs.

Topics:

􀁿Cacao was traded over long distances

􀁿Cacao was used as currency

􀁿Cacao was used as a tribute to Aztec emperors

􀁿Cacao was an elite luxury

Europe

Main messages:

􀁿Chocolate came to Europe during the period of

conquest

􀁿The cost of cacao beans and sugar made chocolate a

drink only the rich could afford

Topics:

􀁿Spain began the world-wide cacao trade

􀁿European countries competed for control of cacao

and other foods from around the world

􀁿Chocolate as a status symbol

􀁿Ideas and misconceptions about chocolate

􀁿Spread of chocolate throughout Europe

􀁿Supply of chocolate was built on slave labor

Group 3 Assignment:  Eating Chocolate
Chocolate Today

Main message: Chocolate means different things to

different people around the world.

Topics:

􀁿Chocolate and food

􀁿Chocolate and family celebrations
􀁿Chocolate and health and
Maya

Main message: The Maya were one of the first people

to drink chocolate.

Topics:

􀁿Household use of cacao

􀁿Elite use of cacao by kings and priests

􀁿Cacao hieroglyphs

nd Information



A VIRTUAL TOUR








